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MR. MARK DENMAN 
District No. 118 Alumni, Teacher, Principal, Superintendant
Danville High School Principal Charlotte L. “Tracy” Cherry retires at the 
end of the 2022-2023 school year. The longest serving administrator 
currently serving in Danville District No. 118, she is the also the first 
African-American principal of Danville High School. Her lengthy career 
in education reflects a rich diversity of experiences and numerous 
accomplishments. She has worked in elementary, middle school, and 
high school settings. She has served on the staff of both private and 
public schools. As an instructor, Tracy Cherry taught physical education 
and health, in addition to making her mark as a basketball, track, and 
cheerleading coach. Her administrative resume includes stints as 
middle school and high school assistant principal, elementary principal, 
alternative school principal, and high school principal – altogether 22 
years in administration in the Danville Schools. Throughout her long 
and distinguished career, her student-centered philosophy as well as 
her ability to build positive connections and relationships with students, 
staff, and parents are hallmarks of her success.
Tracy Cherry grew up in Palmyra, New Jersey, the daughter of George 
and Lillian Cherry. Named after her grandmother, she was one of five 
siblings in a home that promoted family values and education. Her father 
was a teacher, coach, and middle school principal. Her mother played 
the piano for her church choir for 30 years besides her full-time job 
with Automotive Rentals Incorporated. Graduating from Palmyra High 
School in 1978 and from Ursinus College in 1982, Tracy Cherry began 
her teaching career in 1982. A timeline of Ms. Cherry’s career follows:

• 1982-1987 — Teacher, Barstow School, Kansas City, MO
• 1987-1989 — Education Program Coordinator 
 Boys and Girls Club of Kansas City
• 1989-1990 — Teacher, Kansas City (MO) Schools
• 1990-1992 — Teacher, Edison School (*first year in D118)
• 1992-1993 — Teacher, Garfield School 
• 1994-1999 — Teacher, North Ridge Middle School
• 1999-2000 — Teacher, Danville High School
• 2000-2001 — Assistant Principal, North Ridge Middle School
• 2001-2003 — Assistant Principal, Danville High School
• 2003-2004 — Principal, Garfield School
• 2004-2008 — Associate Principal, Danville High School
• 2008-2013 — Principal, Alternative School
• 2013-2019 — Principal, Kenneth D. Bailey Academy
• 2019-2023 — Principal, Danville High School

I first met Tracy Cherry in 1994 when I interviewed her for a P.E. vacancy 
at North Ridge Middle School. She and her then two-year-old son, 
Dennis, were moving back to Danville from Kansas City. She accepted 
the position – along with the coaching of the girls basketball, track, and 
cheerleading teams. As a single mother, this was very challenging for 

her, but she made the 
commitment to our 
students. Her son, 
Dennis, became a 
familiar sight at our 
athletic contests as 
we watched him grow 
up on the sidelines. 
During our time 
together at North 
Ridge, I saw firsthand 
her dedication to 
her students and 
her special way of 
building positive 
relationships with 
them – relationships 
which have continued 
well after the years 
she had the students 
in class. She 
created a classroom 
environment in which students enjoyed participation, met high 
standards,  and had fun – whether they were athletically talented or not. 
In 2000, I interviewed Ms. Cherry again – this time for assistant principal 
of North Ridge Middle School. She was a perfect choice and worked 
hard in her new duties in administration. She also joined me as assistant 
principal when I was named principal of Danville High School in 2001. 
Her hard work and ability to get things done assisted greatly in our work 
at DHS. She put in long hours and could always be counted upon to see 
a project through to its conclusion. As before, her big heart for students 
was evident as was her sense of humor.
Tracy Cherry’s first principalship was at Garfield in 2003 where she led 
the school’s celebration of its 100th anniversary. She returned to DHS 
in 2004 as its first associate principal where she served effectively for 
several years. (continued pg. 2)

MS. TRACY CHERRY TO RETIRE 2023
HER LEGACY IN DANVILLE SCHOOLS

Ms. Cherry honored during the 2022 Danville 
High School Homecoming festivities.
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OSHAWN JONES WINSLOW & BRYSON PEREZ HINTON
Ubuntu Mentoring was launched by Mr. David Groves and the Laura Lee 
Foundation in the Fall of 2020. When the program first began, there were 
only six people consistently coming. Today, Ubuntu has grown into a 110+ 
member group. Ubuntu Mentoring is simple in the name, “‘I am because 
we are.’ Ubuntu mentoring provides students with an outlet to hold others 
accountable, while learning how to hold themselves accountable,” says 
Groves. Students can benefit by learning more about their voice, their 
passions, and their purpose. Ubuntu’s goal is to make sure that every 
student that attends feels empowered and has the resources to support 
their decisions after high school. Most importantly though, the goal is to 
help students figure out who they are so by the time they get to the next 
level, whatever that might be, they are more confident.
The requirements for joining Ubuntu include being your best self 
possible, bring yourself everyday, be a part of everything, conduct 25 
hours of community service a year, participate in our events (like our 
fashion show, Black History Assembly, or even something as simple as 
attending the Kiwanis Pancake Day). At first, our requirements were to 
have a 2.5 GPA, and to be enrolled in extra curricular activities at DHS. 
However, these have changed to meet students where they are, so if 
your GPA isn’t the best, but you can show you have potential, you are a 
part of Ubuntu.
Students should know Ubuntu is open to everyone. It is not just for one 
group or one culture. Students should be comfortable having tough 
conversations. In order to do that everyone must be included. Ubuntu is 
here for all DHS students, but younger students from both North Ridge 
and South View have been included in after school group sessions. Lead 
mentor, David Groves, says, “We want to make sure we create a culture 
that gives students comfort and allows them to grow within.” Another 
thing students should know about Ubuntu is you will be pushed. Do not 
join or attend if you are not ready to be pushed or grow.
There are many events Ubuntu students are looking forward to attending 
this year. In December, students will participate in the second annual 

Winter Fashion Show, held at the Laura Lee Fellowship House. After 
attending the HBCU Fair in Indianapolis this September, there became 
a strong interest from students to attend more college tours and visits. 
Those will be scheduled for the Spring, and are open to all Ubuntu 
scholars in grades 9-12. The Black Heritage Month Assembly will also 
grow in size. Last year’s assembly received lots of praise from staff  and 
students within the district, and it is only expected to grow and reach 
more students going forward. Last, and something new, is an end of the 
year celebration that celebrates all students and cultures. This festivity 
will highlight the diversity within Danville High School, and is sure to be 
an event all will benefit from attending.
If you are interested in joining Ubuntu Mentoring, contact Mr. David 
Groves at grovesd@danville118.org. Mr. Groves can also be reached 
through social media platforms:
 Facebook: Ubuntu Mentoring
 Instagram: @Ubuntu_Mentoring

UBUNTU MENTORING

UBUNTU Fashion Show:
Latay Shaw (mom), Anthony 
Gouard, Antiazha Gouard

Nitya Patel Jazmine Williams Miguel Morales Diya Patel

DESKTOP PUBLISHING & GRAPHIC DESIGN - Adobe Illustrator: Cityscapes

(Ms. Tracy Cherry, continued from pg. 2) 
With the rising need for more emphasis and offerings in alternative 
education, Ms. Cherry was selected as the principal of Alternative 
Education in 2008. She was instrumental in developing our 
programming to best meet these students’ needs. Her ability to connect 
with students who had been unsuccessful in the traditional setting 
was commendable. For her first five years in this new role, she had to 
supervise students and staff at multiple sites, including the basement 
of the Jackson School Building and Laura Lee Fellowship Center. She 
visited successful alternative schools across the country and attended 
workshops to find out the latest initiatives. She would lobby persistently 
for more resources for these programs. These efforts all came in handy 
when the school district purchased the former Holy Family School 
on E. Main Street which would become the home of the Kenneth D. 
Bailey Academy. It was edifying to watch Ms. Cherry build this unique 
alternative school from the ground up – working with her staff to set 
up educational programming, counseling options, entrepreneurship 
opportunities, and school traditions.  The past crew of the former 
battleship, Kenneth D. Bailey, were googling Kenneth Bailey at one 
of their reunions – and were so impressed with the programming of 
the alternative school that they sent Ms. Cherry an endowment for an 
annual scholarship for a graduating senior.

After 11 years successfully leading the district’s alternative education 
program, Tracy Cherry was named the principal of Danville High 
School in 2019 and is in her fourth and final year at its helm. Her varied 
experience in administration and alternative education was a great 
asset as she assumed this role. She works hard to personalize her 
relationships with the large student body and lets them know that she 
cares about each student. She will be remembered for her leadership 
in navigating the school through the pandemic during her tenure. Her 
younger son, Micah, graduated from DHS during her time at the high 
school.  
I have known Tracy Cherry for almost three decades – and I worked 
with her for many of these years. I am indeed proud of the person she 
is and the educational leader she has become. Her devotion to and her 
belief in students is admirable. She pioneered the path for alternative 
education in our district – providing an avenue for students who were not 
succeeding for a variety of reasons – while establishing a new school for 
this purpose. If I ever asked Ms. Cherry for assistance in any endeavor 
that assisted students (and this I did many times as her principal, 
associate superintendent, and superintendent), she would always say 
yes. In this her last year with Danville Community Consolidated School 
District No. 118, it is an honor to say, “Job well done, Ms. Cherry,” – a 
compliment that is echoed by a generation of students and staff.
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DANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL BAND OF VIKINGS
MARCHING INTO COMPETITION SEASON
AVA TOWNE

The 2022-2023 Danville High School Marching Band has a total of 54 
participants this year. This is a group of very hard-working and committed 
students. Mr. Ryan Krapf serves as the Director of Bands at Danville High 
School and has taught at various schools for the past 20 years. Bella 
Biage is this year’s Drum Major of the Band of Vikings, and has been a 
member of the marching band for all 4 years of her high school career. So 
far, the Band of Vikings have competed in two competitions and hosted 
the 48th annual Viking Invitational; they have two more competitions 
this year, as well. 
The name of the Band of Vikings show this year is, “I don’t want to grow 
up!” They have a variety of music in their show, some including “Cartoon,” 
by Paul Hart; “Pure Imagination,” by Leslie Bricusse; and “Famishus 
Fantasticus,” by Michael Markowski. The band and color guard have 
both worked and continue to work endlessly to get their show as close 
to perfection as possible. 
Each year, the Band of Vikings holds a summer camp that begins the 
practice season. Senior, Sabastian Orr, describes it as “Lively. We work 
on music and work on getting closer as a band.” To begin the camp, Drum 
Major Bella Biage starts practices by “leading stretches and usually 

gets everyone together to 
talk about goals for that 
rehearsal. Once we start 
running rehearsal I give 
them the count off  for sets 
and from there we keep 
running.” Now that the 
competition season has 
begun the practices are 
more oriented towards 
improving the critiques 
that the judges have given 
back to them. “The biggest 
critique we have gotten 
is committing to the sets, 
music, and visuals. Most of that stems from confidence, so in the future 
working on our performance and confidence will help improve those 
critiques,” says Bella Biage. 
The marching band is a tight knit community group and has a lot of 
involvement from the parents as well as the students and directors. To 
get closer throughout the season they host bonding activities to get 
closer. Orr said, “Usually at the very start of the season there are one or 
two activities, but after that we just have practices.” This is a great way 
to become closer with the members of the group, and creates a family 
atmosphere that is pleasant to be around.” They have several organized 
fundraisers to raise money for various reasons such as costumes and 
trips. Parents play a vital role in this group and without them many of 
the behind the scenes things would not get done. Sabastian agreed 
that parents were very involved. “Parents are very involved in the group. 
There are band moms who help with clothes, and we also have people 
who are involved in the music boosters, and the parents help unload and 
load the trailer so the parents do help out a good bit.”
The Vikings have had a successful season so far and will continue their 
season with two more competitions. They will compete in the St. Louis 
regional and the ISU marching contest. Bella gave a short recap on the 
season, “The first competition went very well and we placed 2nd out of 
4 groups in our division, and 3rd overall. We also placed first in the drum 
major category. At the most recent competition we placed 5th out of 7, but 
it was a good performance nonetheless.” Excited to continue competing, 
Sabastain mentioned that,  “It has been my favorite extracurricular that 
I’ve done.” Overall the Band of Vikings has had a great season and will 
continue to work hard to meet their goals. 

Danville High School Band of Vikings at the 
48th Annual Viking Invitational.

Danville High School Band of Vikings at the 48th Annual 
Viking Invitational.

KOBE LIZADES

STUDENT POLLS
FIVE QUESTIONS | 100 RESPONSES

YES NO

DO YOU FEEL SAFE 
AROUND DHS?

DO YOU THINK THE 
PORTION SIZE AT LUNCH 
IS LARGE ENOUGH?

IS 5 MINUTES ENOUGH 
TIME FOR YOU TO GET TO 
CLASS WITHOUT
BEING LATE?

DOES DHS PROVIDE 
ENOUGH RESOURCES 
FOR YOU TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL?

DO YOU THINK CLEAR 
BOOKBAGS ARE 
NECESSARY?



DHS Staff
ELEMENTARY THROWBACK

2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

141312111098

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

28272625242322

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

414039383736 42

See answers on p. 13
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Who�  Who?Who�  Who?

MATTHEW THOMAS
Family Life: Just me and the cat.
Years in Education: This is Mr. Davis’ 
40th year. 15 years in the industrial arts 
area, and his 25th year in the library.
Role at DHS: Librarian
Most Rewarding part of your job: 
Working with students.
Who had the biggest influence on you and your career path?: 
Mr. Charlie O’Neal, Mr. Davis’ printing teacher in high school who he 
had for three years; also Mr. Gayle LeCount who was a high school 
math teacher. Mr. Davis became very close friends with both.
What is something most people don’t know about you that you 
are willing to share?: I love airplanes!
What are your favorite activities or interests outside of school?: 
I have a part time job at an airport that I absolutely love.
Any advice for DHS students?: Always work hard, but remember 
everything is temporary. What is bad now could be better in an hour or 
a week. What you are stressing about now you could not remember in 
a year.

JOEDAVIS
DHS LIBRARY

ANNA HOUPT
Family Life: I’ve been married for almost 
28 years. I have one son that is now a senior 
in high school. As far as my family life as a 
kid, I am the oldest of three children, and 
I’ve lived in Danville since 1994.
Years in Education: This is currently my 
30th year of education.
Courses: For the past several years I’ve 
taught Honors Freshman English, and Honors Sophomores American 
Lit.
Most Rewarding part of your job: There are a lot of things that 
are rewarding. It’s rewarding for me when my students understand 
something that they didn’t understand. It is rewarding when they 
conduct themself in a way that’s proper and respectful. For me, when I 
think of all the students I have taught over the years and that I have kept 
in contact with that have become friends that I am close to and remain 
close to after all these years.
Who had the biggest influence on you and your career path?: 
My career path was not a straight career path. When I had left high 
school I originally was looking at entering a completely diff erent field. I 
became disillusioned with that in a hurry, went into the army and when 
I got out of that I started thinking about what I thought I might be good 
at. I remember one teacher in particular named Bill Taylor (no relation), 
he taught history my junior year at my high school (Elgin High). I 
enjoyed his class, I enjoyed his method, he made it fun. He did a variety 
of activities and he probably had the biggest impact on me in terms of 
how I like to teach and why I even wanted to.
What is something most people don’t know about you that you 
are willing to share?: I used to be very very tall. No, I am just kidding. 
Well I guess my earlier question or earlier response might tell you 
something about that. I said I didn’t originally go to school for education. 
Originally I wanted to get into architecture but it was at a time when 
computers were really taking over that field. And that wasn’t really 
something I was very interested in, staring at a computer screen all day.
What are your favorite activities or interests outside of school?: 
My favorite activity outside of school is without a doubt music. I’ve 
worked as a musician since I started playing as a kid, and I started 
working professionally or whatever you want to call it when I was about 
15 years old. I started playing jobs for money and never stopped.
Any advice for DHS students?: Absolutely, I think that one thing (I 
might sound like an old man by saying this) is you need to be present 
in the moment. Seriously, pay attention. This might sound cliche but 
High School and your youth goes by quickly. A year ago my school had 
their 35th reunion for my graduating class. Those years went by in an 
instant. I tell my own son the same thing. Be involved, pay attention, 
appreciate the moment you are in. Don’t always look to what’s coming 
next. Appreciate the now. (continued pg. 6)

CHRISTAYLOR
DHS ENGLISH TEACHER
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MADELYN RHODES
Can you summarize your career in 
District #118?: I came to Danville in 1990 
as a PE teacher and my first job was at 
Edison Elementary School. Since then, I 
have been at Garfield and North Ridge as 
a PE Teacher. I then got my administrative 
certification. I started at North Ridge as an 
Assistant Principal then came to Danville 
High School. For six years I served as the 
Associate Principal of DHS, then I went to 
KDBA and served as the Principal there for 
12 and a half years. 
I always felt that I needed to come back to 
Danville High School to make a diff erence 

and I had to get things the way I always remembered them, where kids 
had a strong sense of pride for being a Viking and the pep rallies were 
always exciting because the classes were always competing against 
each other to see who could be the loudest, and students stayed the 
entire year even though they had the choice to graduate early. I just 
want our kids to be here and feel like this is their safe place and they 
are all one family.
Your years in education?: I have been teaching since 1982 so for 40 
years. I’ve been in District 118 since 1990 so the majority of my years 
have been here. I was born and raised in New Jersey and my father was 
an educator and a principal. I left Danville for a very short period, but 
then I came back.
What did you do before you came to Danville?: My first teaching 
job was in 1982 at a private school in Kansas City, MO where I taught 
for 7 years. I was 20 years old when I graduated from college and I 
didn’t turn 21 until September of that year, so when I started my first 
job in August most of the parents thought I was one of the kids. Most of 
the students I taught in the private school were from wealthy families. 
I thought it important for me to instill that just because you’re wealthy 
now doesn’t mean you are going to be wealthy for the rest of your life. 
You have to learn to accept everyone for the way they are.
Your path to becoming a principal?: While working at North Ridge 
an opportunity came for me to transfer to Danville High School as a 
teacher. My principal at the time did not want me to leave North Ridge 
so it became a diff icult decision, but I felt the need for a change. I had 
just finished my administration certification when, the next year, the 
assistant principal’s position opened at North Ridge. I convinced myself 
that I would go to the interview for the experience. The minute I walked 
out of that interview I realized they were immediately going to call me 
for this position. I didn’t even make it home before I got the call telling 
me I had the position.

(Who’s Who, continued from pg. 5)

Your role as a DHS Administrator?: My biggest goal is to set a 
positive example for the assistant principals who work under me so that 
when I leave I will know that my students are well taken care of. I am 
also trying to get my students to understand that everything we do here 
is to create a safe and loving environment. My hope is that no matter 
what happens outside of Danville High School this is a place they can 
come and feel love from their teachers and administration and know 
that this is family.
What is the most rewarding part of your job?: The most rewarding 
part of my job is when I am in classrooms watching my students learn 
and interact in a positive way. 
Who has had the biggest influence on you or your career path?: 
My father had the biggest influence on my career. As a freshman in 
college, I was substituting in the school where my father was the 
principal. This instilled the passion in me to want to work with kids and 
follow in my dad’s footsteps. 
At the Barstow School in Kansas City, I had a very lovely co-worker 
named Karen Dyer, who mentored me. She took me under her wing and 
taught me everything I needed to know to be successful. 
When I came to Danville I had so many great principals like Mr. Stimac 
and Mr. Denman. I was blessed to work under Mr. Denman as an 
administrator both at North Ridge and Danville High School. I learned 
a tremendous amount from him. Johnnie Carey was a Principal in the 
district when I took over for the alternative program from her as she 
stepped in to a new role as HR director – teaching me about law and 
bargaining with the teachers union. She has taught me much about 
being successful as a Principal and how to deal with diff erent people.
What is something most people don’t know about you that you 
are willing to share?: In high school I played field hockey and went 
to college on a full scholarship at a Division I school. My two college 
coaches were also the Olympic coaches at that time, Adele Boyd and 
Mary Ann Harris, which provided me with the opportunity to try out for 
the Olympics.
What are your favorite activities or interests outside of school?:
For about 15 years I have had my own business,“Bam Bags and Bling,” 
where I sell purses and blinged hats. I enjoy getting to see some of my 
former students and catching up with them.
Do you have any advice for DHS students?: Never forget what Ms. 
Cherry always says, “If no one has told you today that they love you, 
Ms. Cherry does.” Some children are never told that someone loves 
them. Many students thank me for saying it. My hope is that kids take 
advantage of the numerous opportunities that they have here, and go 
out and represent themselves well. ”There’s no excuse for not being 
successful if you do the most while you’re here.”

TRACYCHERRY
DHS PRINCIPAL

DHS MUSIC TECH
DHS Music Tech students helping with sound check for 
“The Pitch Meeting,” before their performance at the Fischer 
Theatre. 
Students got a behind the scenes look at what it takes to be 
a professional gigging band in Nashville and the technology 
behind each live performance! 
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JOSIE HOTSINPILLER & LEXI ELLIS
Danville High School has introduced 
a new class this 2022-2023 school 
year called Intro to Family and 
Consumer Science. This class 
focuses on the science and art 
of living and working well in our 
complex world. It includes human 
development, personal and family 
finances, consumer issues, housing 
and interior design, nutrition and 
food preparation, and fashion. This 
new class has also included new 
teachers, Marissa Smith and Ashley 

Engebretsen, who both graduated from Illinois State University. Linda 
Kyger was the last Family and Consumer Science Teacher at Danville 
High School and she retired in 2001, which was when the program went 
away. Now that Danville High School has reintroduced the class, it has 
come with a new classroom.  
Over the summer, room 238 was completely renovated into a new kitchen 
lab for the culinary portion of the class. This renovation cost $250,000. 
We asked the teachers how they were involved in the process of building 
the classrooms: “We took pictures of classrooms that we have taught in 
before and where we went to high school. We also did some research 
on the best ways to build a culinary lab. By the time we got hired, it was 
kind of already in process. We did all the ordering for the foods and the 
cooking ware, we had all the say in that. It was a lot of fun for me and 
Ms. Smith cause it’s our first year actually teaching and we are also best 
friends, so we got to build a program together,” says Ms. Engebretsen. It 
almost doesn’t feel like you are in Danville High School when you walk 
into the lab.

This quarter has been an introduction to all the basics: childhood 
development, fabrics and fashion trends, careers that work with children, 
and a cooking lab. “So far, we have done our childhood development 
unit, where we look at how your parents aff ected your life and how you 
have come to be who you are today. For the foods unit, we did Oreo balls 
and cookie dough bites. Looking ahead, we will be making baked mac 
and cheese, roasted pumpkin seeds, and try to make pumpkin puree 
for muff ins,” says Ms. Engebretsen. Junior Quincy Shanks has enjoyed 
the cooking lab portion of the class the best. She has also enjoyed the 
childhood development unit, where students had the opportunity to try 
on a pregnancy belly that mimics what it feels like to be pregnant. 

This quarter has been an introduction to all the basics: childhood 
development, fabrics and fashion trends, careers that work with children, 
and a cooking lab. “So far, we have done our childhood development 
unit, where we look at how your parents aff ected your life and how you 
have come to be who you are today. For the foods unit, we did Oreo balls 
and cookie dough bites. Looking ahead, we will be making baked mac 
and cheese, roasted pumpkin seeds, and try to make pumpkin puree 
for muff ins,” says Ms. Engeretsen. Junior Quincy Shanks has enjoyed 
the cooking lab portion of the class the best. She has also enjoyed the 
childhood development unit, where students had the opportunity to try 
on a pregnancy belly that mimics what it feels like to be pregnant.

Next semester the class will break into two sections, child development 
and culinary. Students will make the choice based on what they are 
most interested in. For the culinary course, students will be looking at 
diff erent food groups, how to go shopping for those foods at the grocery 
store, how to cook the foods, and the nutritional content of the foods. 
For the childhood development course, Ms. Smith will go into deeper 
detail on how children are developed and how that will aff ect them 
later in life. In this unit, students will be given a life-like robotic baby. 
Students will receive all the equipment that is needed to take care of 
the child, including a car seat. Each baby is equipped with a tracking 
device that will report on how well the baby was cared for. Ms. Smith and 
Ms. Engebretsen will monitor when the babies cry, how often they are 
changed, and whether or not the babies are fastened in their car seats. 
A grade will be given based on their level of care.

If you are interested in signing up for the second 
semester class, please see your counselor as soon 
as possible as spaces are limited. 

NEW CLASS ALERT!
INTRO TO FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE
DANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL REINTRODUCES 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE COURSES

Ms. Engebretsen & Ms. Smith

The new kitchen and culinary classroom
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ALEEYA RUDY & SARAH KAGELS

The Danville High School Maroon Maniacs have made a strong comeback 
this Fall sports season. This support has been very influential on the 
players and teams. Seeing your fellow classmates and friends cheer you 
on while you are working hard is a big motivator and can sometimes 
change the outcome of the game.“They keep my energy high, and keep 
the team going when they do fun cheers and chants,” Senior Volleyball 
Setter Emmalee Trover said. The term “home field advantage” means 
nothing if you don’t have the support of your classmates backing you up.
Seniors Matthew Thomas and Jonny Ireland decided late August that 
it was time to bring a student section back to the high school after a 
several year hiatus. Both students participate in fall and/or winter sports 
and have felt that there has been a lack of student support during their 
games. They have been very thoughtful in organizing a theme for each 
home event. The Hawaiian night was a big hit. Students came out in 
their grass skirts, leis, and floral button-ups. These themed nights help 
to show the group’s creativity, while adding a new sense of enjoyment to 
the game. Other themes for future events include: Neon, White Lies, and 

Ugly Christmas Sweaters.
Some student sections get a 
bad rap for being insulting and 
embarrassing to their school. Trash 
talk often comes with playing a 
sport, but it is important that it does 
not come off  as bullying. Students 
involved have done a great job 
keeping it cheerful, having fun, 
and representing their school in a 
positive way at events. 

JONNY IRELAND & MATTHEW 
THOMAS INTERVIEW:
What persuaded you guys to 
put together a student section 
this year?

������ “We wanted to show 
support for our school teams 
and boost school spirit.”

Do you plan to pass it on to 
somebody specifically for next 
school year?

�������� “We have an idea of 
who we want to pass it on to, 
but it’s really whoever wants to 
do it.”

How did you determine the 
themes?

������� “We determined the 
themes based on other schools 
and looked up ideas on Google.”

What other BIG 12 school(s) 
have you come across, where 
the student sections were very 
involved/hyped? 

������ �� �������� “Both 
Normal schools, they’re 
mostly for football, and then 
Champaign Central and 
Bloomington for basketball. 
They’re VERY involved.”

Are you planning on getting 
merchandise or something to 
represent you guys?

�������“We are working on that right now. We have been looking at 
possible designs and talking to Mr. Hile about printing our shirts.” 

If you are interested in participating in this year’s student section, follow 
the Maroon Maniacs account on Instagram @dhs.maroon.maniacs or 
talk to Seniors Matthew Thomas and Jonny Ireland. Let’s continue to 
grow and keep the school spirit up for the Winter and Spring sporting 
events to come.

GUESS WHO’S BACK?!
DANVILLE HIGH SCHOOL’S MAROON MANIACS STUDENT SECTION

DHS JROTC
The JROTC program is off and running.  We had our first Battalion formation 
last month in August and would like to thank all the staff and faculty for 
their support in allowing the Cadets to attend.  The Battalion formation 
allowed the senior staff to put out information to all the Cadets and to see 
all the other Cadets in the program. 
On September 5th, all the Cadets were able to participate in the Danville 
Labor Day parade.  The upper classman displayed their marching skills 
and sang Army cadences while the freshman passed out candy along the 
parade route.  We were honored to have a WWII Jeep from the Danville 
War Museum to accompany us in the parade this year.
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IN THE CLASSROOM: INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

JONATHAN IRELAND & TOHANI JONES
There is often a misconception that all School Counselors do is create 
academic schedules. However, they aren’t just here to make schedules 
and schedule changes. They also help with adolescent development, 
students in crisis, to talk through conflicts with other students, etc. 
Currently, DHS School Counselors are meeting with Seniors to talk about 
their future plans, and document anything that will help them with these 
decisions. DHS School Counselors have also been doing vocational 
counseling to help students find jobs post-high school. Xello plays a role 
both in the vocational counseling and academic college plans. Later this 
year, their plan is to get into the classrooms and do more one-on-one 
meetings with students on their caseload.
You may recall, School Counselors used to be referred to as “Guidance 
Counselors.” In the last two years, a change was made to their title to 
reflect the true nature of their work. The change has a lot to do with the 
national standard of their job. The terminology change is really trying 
to get people to get rid of the misconception that all they do is make 
schedules and into the new title which gives them more credit for what 
they can do. To be a counselor, you have to get a Master’s Degree, and 
within that program there is no “scheduling class.” The term “guidance” 
is outdated, so moving forward they want to reframe the term to school 
counselor because it encompasses the academic and the Social-
Emotional Learning side of what they do. As a team, they have been 

really pushing for that terminology change so that people can look at 
what they can do. That is the reason for the change.
There are a lot of plans and activities that the Counseling Department 
has planned for the year. Many of these events are “Senior heavy” due 
to Seniors having more time sensitive things they need to accomplish 
before going to college, trade schools, or straight into employment. They 
are also hosting a couple workshops throughout the year. For the Juniors 
they will have the PSAT available soon,  there is also some ASVAB 
testing coming up. Later in the year there is an incoming freshman 
day scheduled for the current North Ridge 8th graders, and an elective 
fair. Second semester, there will be a lot of senior events such as the 
Scholarship Awards Program. They have talked about, and hope, that 
near the end of the year they can do a night for Juniors to prepare them 
for their Senior year and tell them what to expect. Their hope is to make 
a calendar of events for each grade level, so every grade can feel like 
they are included.
The best way to contact your School Counselors would be to stop in 
Room 124 and fill out a pink slip with Mrs. Baker. You could also send 
them an email to make an appointment. However, if something is 
aff ecting social-emotional health or you need immediate help, you may 
come down right away to speak with your counselor.

Erin Leverenz: Mrs. Levernz had a long path to becoming a counselor, 
she went to ISU straight out of high school, had too much fun and 
ended up with no degree and 3 kids and was a stay at home mom. Mrs. 
Leverenz went back to college to finish up her bachelors and from there 
became a substitute teacher. On her first day of subbing at DHS in 2011, 
she subbed for a class and she and Ms Phillips talked about going into 
the realm of counseling. EIU had just started an off  campus program for 
counseling that she participated in and got her Masters, and now she is 
a school counselor.
Holly Lemier: Ms. Lemier was a preschool teacher for 10 years and then 
she was a substitute while she was going to school for counseling. Ms. 
Lemier has a masters in Counseling and Sports Administration which 
she received from EIU.
Monica McCray: Ms. McCray took a Psychology class with Mr. Hurst  
while she was in high school and fell in love with it. She became a 
Psychology major and knew she wanted to help people. She started 
off  at a community college and was their night counselor and then 
an opportunity arose at North Myrtle Beach High School. She came 
home and went to East Aurora High School and loved it there, but an 
opportunity arose here at DHS and now she’s been here for 26 years.

Lindsey Moore: Mrs. Moore has been a counselor for the past 7 years. 
When she graduated from high school she started at EIU as a Pre-
pharmacy major. She then changed her major to Family and Consumer 
Sciences with a focus on family services. In the Fall of 2011, she realized 
she needed more in her life and started researching counseling 
programs. She started the EIU Master in Counseling program in January 
2012. While in the program she was encouraged to get her license so 
that she could work in schools and work in the community. Now she is a 
full time school counselor with us at DHS and a part time private practice 
therapist.

REFLECTING REFRAMING & REBRANDING

THEIR PATH TO
BECOMING A COUNSELOR

DHS SCHOOL COUNSELORS

DHS School Counselors: Ms. Monica Smith McCray, Mrs. Lindsey Moore, 
Mrs. Erin Leverenz, Mrs. Amanda Campbell, Ms. Holly Lemier



SIMONE ATKINSON & AUDRIANA ALVAREZ
Homecoming is an annual tradition in the United States where schools 
come together, usually in late September or early October, to show 
school spirit and reflect on the good times and memories made. At 
Danville High School, our homecoming theme this year was ”Lost in 
Wonderland,” a take on the Disney movie Alice in Wonderland. With this 
theme, there was so much room for unique and quirky spirit days as well 
as decor for the dance. Our spirit days included: 

• Monday: Maroon and White Spirit Day
• Tuesday: Down the Rabbit Hole We Go Pajama Day
• Wednesday: We’re All Mad Hatters Crazy Hat and Clothes Day
• Thursday: Class Spirit T-Shirt Day
• Friday: King and Queen of Hearts Spirit Day

Our students had so much 
fun with the themes, and 
participation in Spirit Week 
was at an all time high. 
On Monday, we started the 
week with a Homecoming 
Pep Assembly where 
Maryiah Brown and 
O’Shawn Jones Winslow 
were crowned as 
Homecoming King and 
Queen. A new trend 
the last two years has 
been campaigning for 

court nominations. O’Shawn and Mariyah campaigned by creating 
fliers and taping them around the school while also posting them on 
social media. Several other students on the court earned their votes by 
giving out treats, such as brownies, cookies, and chips. Most staff  and 
students would agree, Mariyah and O’Shawn were very deserving of 
this title. When asked why they deserved this coveted honor, our Queen 
responded by saying, “Well, I’m involved in a lot of extracurriculars but I 
always find a way to balance sports, education, and social life. It means 
a lot to represent Danville and participate in all the moments.”

One of the things we do for our Homecoming Spirit Week here at 
DHS is a Spirit Night. This year’s Spirit Night was held on Thursday at 
6:30pm on Ned Whitesell Field where we started off  the events with a 
limbo contest. Other games, such as minute to win it races, were held 
to determine an overall winner of the Spirit Night events. One of the 
highlights of the night was the “Forehead Cookie Race.” Parents, staff  
and students had a good laugh seeing the participants make funny 

faces while attempting to move a cookie from their forehead, down to 
their mouth without using their hands. Girls also participated in a flag 
football game, known as Powder Puff . This year, the Freshman and Junior 
team took on the Sophomore and Senior team. The Sophomore-Senior 
Team was victorious, with a score of 14-6. At the end of the evening, the 
Seniors, overall, won the events of the night and were treated to some 
Royal Donut smiley cookies. Students had such a great time! There 
was a lot of screaming and laughter. I’m sure this night will leave lasting 
memories for all involved.

On Friday, Student Council and Homecoming Court members were 
called out of class to begin the real hard work — decorating. Around 
30 students participated in decorating for the dance, which included 
creating a “wonderland” that matched the theme. The hardest part of 
decorating was creating the backdrops. A total of six backgrounds were 
created that were covered in flowers and paintings to give the impression 
of Alice walking through her wonderland. A tea table was also created 
that had a variety of snacks and candy. 

The final Spirit Week event that students 
always look forward to is the Homecoming 
Football Game, which is a tradition at most 
schools. This year Danville played Central High School. At half time, 
there were special performances featuring the DHS Pompettes and 
Cheer Teams, another Homecoming Court parade featuring our Queen 
of Hearts, Ms. Cherry, and a special band performance. The Vikings 
celebrated with a win, with a score of 41-6. It was the perfect way to end 
the school week.
Although Homecoming is seen as a very special and magical evening, 
there’s a lot of work that goes into making it magical. As Student Council 
Co-Presidents, Audriana and Simone understand how hard the work is. 
Now that Homecoming has come and gone, we have to show so much 
appreciation to the students and staff . None of the homecoming dances 
and other activities could have happened without the help of our staff . 
DHS students appreciate all the things our staff  do to make sure our 
high school years are memorable. A most important thank you to our 
sponsors, Ms. Woods and Mrs. Leverenz. They enjoy the behind the 
scenes part of the Student Council and love to let us bring our ideas in. 
One additional thanks goes to the Student Council who worked hard 
every day organizing these events and making sure decorations were 
on point. Prom is quickly approaching so if you want to get involved, 
reach out to Ms. Woods or Mrs. Leverenz, or pop in for a Student Council 
Meeting.

HOMECOMING 2022 RE-CAP
LOST IN WONDERLAND

Spirit Dress: Pajama Day

DHS Homecoming Spirit Night

�������������������������������
Freshmen: Anna Houpt, Serenity Reed, Timmy Long, Bryce Martin
Sophomores: Allie Cox, Jhakira Harris, Aidan Cox, Tayvion Diltz
Juniors: Lainee Devors, Neveah Smith, Curtis Beasley IV, Isaiah Easton
Seniors: Audriana Alvarez, Simone Atkinson, Mariyah Brown, Katie Kittell, 
OShawn Jones-Winslow, Bryson Perez-Hinton, Matthew Thomas, Terryan White
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RYAN JARUSESKI & PAYTON YOUNG
Danville High School Graduate and third 
generation baseball star Chuckie Robinson 
has made it to Major League Baseball. The 
catcher was called up by the Cincinnati Reds 
on August 11, 2022, and made his debut MLB 
appearance on August 24, the same year.
Chuckie had a very successful baseball career 
here at Danville High School, coached under 
Mr. Gary Gritton. In 2012, Chuckie was voted 
News Gazette’s All Area Baseball Player of 
the year, before moving to Southern Miss as a 
Golden Eagle for three seasons. 
In the 2016 Draft, Chuckie was assigned to 
the Tri-City Valley Cats of the New York-Penn 
League. He played in a total of four diff erent 
minor league teams over the course of seven 
years, and even had a short stint in Australia 

before seeing his name on the Cincinnati Reds 
MLB roster.
Since then, several members of Robinson’s 
family; Danville locals, including Mr. Gritton; 
and other close friends have had the 
opportunity to watch him live out his dreams 
this season. Late August, a large group traveled 
from Vermilion County to Cincinnati to watch 
Chuckie play against the St. Louis Cardinals. It 
was at this game that Chuckie hit his first MLB 
home run, which happened to be caught by 
Danville native Cole Smalley. 
Danville is proud to have watched Chuckie 
grow and develop into the young man and 
player he is today. We are excited to see what 
the future holds for him. (continued pg. 12)

A SITDOWN WITH 2012 DHS GRADUATE
CHUCKIE ROBINSON

Chuckie Robinson in 2012 - News 
Gazette All Area Player of the Year

Year AB R H HR RBI SB AVG OBP OPS
2022

DEBUT
SEASON

59 3 8 2 5 0 .136 .136 .407

Chuckie Robinson joined by his mother and younger brother, DHS 
Junior Caleb. (Photo courtesy of the News Gazette and Gary Gritton)

Chuckie Robinson with father and grandfather, both minor league 
catchers. (Photo credit: Craig Glapion)

Cole Smalley and Kinsey Fultz hold 
the baseball hit by Chuckie as his 
first major league home run. (Photo 
courtesy of News Gazette and 
Dionne Robinson)



(Chuckie Robinson, continued from pg. 11)
DHS Seniors, Ryan Jaruseski and Payton Young had the 
opportunity to interview Chuckie at the conclusion of his 
season:
����� ���� ����� �������� ��� ���� ����� ����� ��� �
��� �� ��	����
�������������������

I grew up pitching and catching. I played a little bit of shortstop, 
third, and first until high school, but then I had to decide and I 
wanted to hit and catch. 

������	�����

���������	������������������������
It really helped me, it’s like a melting pot where you are around 
all types of people, so many diff erent ethnicities. Just to go to 
school with that many diff erent types of people is cool. Playing for 
Danville kinda makes you feel like an underdog. I’ve carried that 
with me all throughout my career which is great. 

�������	�������

������	���

�����������������		�
���
For me, I would go to showcases and try to get recruited by 
schools. Then my junior year I played for the Atlanta Bluejays. 
Then I visited some schools, and when I went to Southern Miss I 
fell in love.

�����������������������������
���������	���

���������
Grits the man, he’s always in my corner and rooting for me, he 
treated me normal, I was no better than the next guy to him. He 
always kept me humble, I remember my sophomore year we were 
all in the huddle at practice and I called him “Grit,” he looked at 
me and said, “I’m not Grit, I’m Coach.” Stuff  like that has stuck 
with me. 

��

��	���������������������	�����
�������	���

�����	��	��
It was pretty cool, I went to Australia for the 2019-2020 season. 
When we first got there it was kind of overwhelming. They gave 
me a car and an apartment. When I got in the car, I got in on the 
wrong side. But it was a cool experience, everything was tailored 
to what I needed. We also got the opportunity to go to New 
Zealand which was really cool.

�������	���������������	�����������������	����� �����������	 �
�����	 ��������������� 

The first leagues, a good crowd is probably like 8,000 people, 
you’re in a small town, the talent is super rich but it’s not polished. 
The first guy I ever caught professionally was a dude from the 

Dominican Republic, 
throwing 97 with dirty 
stuff  but he can’t control 
it. Once you get to the 
higher levels you start 
to play people with big 
league time and stuff . 
The game is how it’s 
supposed to be played, 
then you start seeing 
people that you know in 
the bigs.

�����	���
����
��������
����	������
������
�������
����

It’s humbling, at first it’s kind of weird but you are on the same 
field so you have to prove yourself and show them why you’re 
here. 

������������
��������������	�������������������	� 
It felt awesome, it was a good at-bat and I hit one out to left field. 
I’ve worked my whole life to be there and to do that is a very 
memorable moment.

An interview with Mr. Gary Gritton, Danville High School 
history teacher and Chuckie Robinson’s DHS baseball 
coach:
�������	���
������������������������	����
� 

Awesome, he impacted the game more than any kid I’ve ever had. 
We had heard about him coming up even to middle school, and 
when he got there as a 6th grader he was already better than 
most. As he grew and everything, he just was an amazing blocker, 
amazing arm, could really hit the ball. It was incredible to watch 
him play and coach him. 

���
��������

������������������������������	�������
Yes you could, but he didn’t act like he was all that. 

������� ������� ���� ���
� 	�������������
��� ���	� ��	������
����� 

Amazing, it’s just awesome to see him accomplish something 
that not everyone gets to do. 

�������	��������
��������������������
��������	����
�
Just an all around great person, he really stepped up on the 
sectional winning team as a leader. I saw an usher at one of his 
MLB games and he knew I was Chuckie’s high school coach and 
said everyone here liked him and wanted him to stay.

�������	������������	��������
	����������	���

��
Winning the sectional title, we didn’t have one of our best teams 
but definitely a team with potential; and we were able to go all the 
way to sectionals.

Associated Press Photo

Associated Press Photo



NOVEMBER 2022
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5
PARENT CONFERENCES 

AFTER SCHOOL [3:30-7:15]
early dismissal

FAFSA COMPLETION
5-7 ● DHS Library

PARENT CONFERENCES 
AFTER SCHOOL [3:30-7:00] 

early dismissal
FAFSA COMPLETION
5-7 ● DHS Library

NO SCHOOL
following  

Parent-Teacher  
Conferences

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
College Rep: Millikin

@9:30
NO SCHOOL
Election Day

NO SCHOOL
Veteran’s Day

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
College Rep: Lakeview 

College of  Nursing
 @10:20

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30
School Portrait

Retakes

DECEMBER 2022
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
VIKING ROUNDTABLE

6:00pm ● Virtual

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
EARLY DISMISSAL

Winter Break

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

RETURN TO SCHOOL FROM WINTER BREAK: TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 2023

Thanksgiving Break



 Winter Break 








 Winter Break 






STAFF ELEMENTARY THROWBACKS
1. Jennifer Bartlett • 2. Jason Boehm • 3. Jacob Bretz • 4. Amanda Campbell • 5. Joe Davis • 6. Ashley Engebretsen • 7. Alyson Ferren

8. Anastasia Flanagan • 9. Bethany Free • 10. Shaconna George • 11. Michaela Gomez • 12. John Greenhalgh III • 13. Nathan Henderson • 14. Dan Hile
15. Kara Hile • 16. Greg Hilleary • 17. Joanna Howard • 18. Angela Jones•19. Panda Kagels • 20. Ryan Krapf • 21. Jenny Long

22. Nikia McGlory • 23. Chuck Miller • 24. Chris Moller • 25. Lindsay Moore • 26. Shauna Oakwood • 27. Lucinda Parson • 28. Jordan Richey
29. Hannah Ross • 30. Destinia Schumann • 31. Rachel Seibert • 32. Marissa Smith • 33. Holly Sosamon • 34. Alyssa Staley • 35. Kaitlyn Stefaniak

36. Stacey Voorhees • 37. Kirsten Walker • 38. Jason Whitaker • 39. Les Woodrum • 40. Lori Woods • 41. Demarko Wright • 42. Kelly Yohnka
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